 The Right to Social Security in Human Rights instruments  

The Right to Social Security in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is a declaration adopted and proclaimed by the General Assembly of the United Nations (resolution 217 A III) on December 10, 1948.It sets forth rights to which all human beings are inherently entitled. Although, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was intended to be a non-binding instrument it has become customary international law. Articles 22 and 25 of the UDHR expressly provide for the right to social security.

Article 22
Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is entitled to realization through national effort and international cooperation and in accordance with the organization and resources of each State, of the economic, social and cultural rights indispensable for his dignity and the free development of his personality.

Article 25
1. Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing housing and medical care and necessary social services, and the right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control.

2. Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care and assistance. All children, whether born in or out of wedlock, shall enjoy the same social protection.

The Right to Social Security in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights is a multilateral treaty adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on December 16, 1966 and in force since January 3, 1976. It provides economic, social and cultural rights to individuals including rights to health, education, an adequate standard of living, and labor rights. Articles 9 to 12 of the ICESCR expressly provide for the right to social security.

Article 9
The States parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to social security, including social insurance.

Article 10 
The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that:

1. The widest possible protection and assistance should be accorded to the family, which is the natural and fundamental group unit of society, particularly for its establishment and while it is responsible for the care and education of dependent children. Marriage must be entered into with the free consent of the intending spouses.

2. Special protection should be accorded to mothers during a reasonable period before and after childbirth. During such period working mothers should be accorded paid leave of leave with adequate social security benefits.

3. Special measures of protection and assistance should be taken on behalf of all children and young persons without any discrimination for reasons of parentage or other conditions. 

Article 11
1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to an adequate standard of living for himself and his family, including adequate food, clothing and housing, and to the continuous improvement of living conditions. The States Parties will take appropriate steps to ensure the realization of this right, recognizing to this effect the essential importance of international co-operation based on free consent.

Article 12
1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health.

The Right to Social Security in the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against women

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
The women's convention is a multilateral treaty adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on December 18, 1979 and entered into force on September 3, 1981. It prohibits discrimination against women and imposes on states the obligation to take measures to advance the equality of women. The convention expressly provides for the right to social security:

Article 11 (1) (e):

1. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women in the field of employment in order to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women, the same rights, in particular:

(e) The right to social security, particularly in cases of retirement, unemployment, sickness, invalidity and old age and other incapacity to work, as well as the right to paid leave;

Article 11 (2) (b): 

2. In order to prevent discrimination against women on the grounds of marriage or maternity and to ensure their effective right to work, States Parties shall take appropriate measures:

(b) To introduce maternity leave with pay or with comparable social benefits without loss of former employment, seniority or social allowances;

Article 14 (2)
2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women in rural areas in order to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women, that they participate in and benefit from rural development and, in particular, shall ensure to such women the right:

(b) To have access to adequate health care facilities, including information, counselling and services in family planning;

(c) To benefit directly from social security programmes;

The Right to Social Security in the Convention on the Right of the Child
Convention on the Right of the Child
The children's convention is a multilateral treaty adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on November 20, 1989 and entered into force on September 2, 1990. It sets forth a full range of civil, economic, cultural, social and political rights for children. The convention expressly provides for the right to social security:

Article 26
1. States Parties shall recognize for every child the right to benefit from social security, including social insurance, and shall take the necessary measures to achieve the full realization of this right in accordance with their national law.

2. The benefits should, where appropriate, be granted, taking into account the resources and the circumstances of the child and persons having responsibility for the maintenance of the child, as well as any other consideration relevant to an application for benefits made by or on behalf of the child.

Article 27 (1)
1. States Parties recognize the right of every child to a standard of living adequate for the child's physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development.

Article 27 (4)
4. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to secure the recovery of maintenance for the child from the parents or other persons having financial responsibility for the child, both within the State Party and from abroad. In particular, where the person having financial responsibility for the child lives in a State different from that of the child, States Parties shall promote the accession to international agreements or the conclusion of such agreements, as well as the making of other appropriate arrangements.

The Right to Social Security in the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination
Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination  

The convention on racial discrimination is a multilateral treaty adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on December 21, 1965 and entered into force on January 4, 1969. It commits states parties to eliminate racial discrimination and to promote understanding among all races. The convention expressly provides for the right to social security. 

Article 5 (e) (iv)
In compliance with the fundamental obligations laid down in article 2 of this Convention, States Parties undertake to prohibit and to eliminate racial discrimination in all its forms and to guarantee the right of everyone, without distinction as to race, color, or national or ethnic origin, to equality before the law, notably in the enjoyment of the following rights:

(e) Economic, social and cultural rights, in particular:

(iv) The right to public health, medical care, social security and social services;

The Right to Social Security in the Convention on the Protection of the Rights of all Migrant Workers and their Families
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of all Migrant Workers and their Families
The convention on Migrant Workers is a multilateral treaty adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on December 18, 1990 and entered into force on July 1, 2003. The convention defines the rights of migrant workers, it is a reiteration of the rights contained in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other Human rights treaties but it draws attention on migrant workers since domestic legislations often restrict human rights to the citizens and excludes migrant workers. The convention expressly provides for the right to social security.

Article 27
1. With respect to social security, migrant workers and members of their families shall enjoy in the State of employment the same treatment granted to nationals in so far as they fulfil the requirements provided for by the applicable legislation of that State and the applicable bilateral and multilateral treaties. The competent authorities of the State of origin and the State of employment can at any time establish the necessary arrangements to determine the modalities of application of this norm.

2. Where the applicable legislation does not allow migrant workers and members of their families a benefit, the States concerned shall examine the possibility of reimbursing interested persons the amount of contributions made by them with respect to that benefit on the basis of the treatment granted to nationals who are in similar circumstances.

Article 54
1. Without prejudice to the terms of their authorization of residence or their permission to work and the rights provided for in articles 25 and 27 of the present Convention, migrant workers shall enjoy equality of treatment with nationals of the State of employment in respect of:

(a) Protection against dismissal;

(b) Unemployment benefits;

(c) Access to public work schemes intended to combat unemployment;

(d) Access to alternative employment in the event of loss of work or termination of other remunerated activity, subject to article 52 of the present Convention.

The Right to Social Security in the Convention on the Rights of Persons with disabilities
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in December 2006 and entered into force on May 3, 2008. The Convention aims to ensure that persons with disabilities enjoy human rights on an equal basis with others. The convention expressly provides for the right to social protection.

Article 28
2. States parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to social protection and to the enjoyment of that right without discrimination on the basis of disability, and shall take appropriate steps to safeguard and promote the realisation of this right(...)
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