Instructions for Working Group Sessions

Development Cooperation Seminar – 5 November 2010

The United Nations Social Protection Floor Initiative (SPF-I) aims to provide a logical and coherent framework for a core set of rights to essential social services and social transfers for the poor and vulnerable.  (See factsheet on SPFI).

Thailand has already made remarkable progress in providing some level of social protection coverage, but still faces challenges in improving the effectiveness and efficiency of the social protection schemes in place and in the system as a whole.  In Thailand, the fragmented and partial development of social protection schemes which aim to protect against contingencies, to reduce poverty and to promote a more balanced economy and equitable income distribution needs urgent improvement.   Adequate basic social protection is not a reality for all, although major improvements have been made, most notably in access to basic health care.  Social transfers to the poor remain insufficient to guarantee a decent life of dignity.  
Towards the goal of making Thailand a welfare society by 2017, the National Committee chaired by the Prime Minister recently drafted a national plan for implementation during the period of the 11th National Economic and Social Development Plan (2012-2016) focusing on four key components: social services, social assistance, social insurance and private provision . 
In light of the morning’s roundtable discussion on the design of a social protection floor and its implementation, participants are requested to discuss what they have heard and propose policy recommendations which are relevant to Thailand on two specific aspects, as follows: 
1. What are the challenges and gaps of ensuring accessibility and coverage of social protection to targeted groups? 

2. How to ensure sustainability of social protection systems, in terms of financing and institutional arrangements?
Total Time: 1 hour for discussion followed by a 5-7 minutes presentation per group
A facilitator and rapporteur have been identified for each group prior to the seminar. The group should select one of its members to report back to plenary 
