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MEDIA ADVISORY 
______________________________________________

Issue date: 3 November 2010
SOCIAL PROTECTION: 

TOWARDS UNIVERSAL COVERAGE IN THAILAND

What:
National dialogue on universal social protection in Thailand, organized by the Royal Thai Government in partnership with the United Nations in Thailand
When: 
Friday 5 November 2010, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Where:
Grand Millennium Hotel, Sukhumvit, Bangkok
Not all Thai citizens benefit from basic social protection as Thailand lacks an effective social protection system. The Royal Thai Government has committed to mitigate social inequalities, through Prime Minister Abhisit Veijjajiva's reconcilitaion roadmap. Social protection has also been identified as a theme of the 11th five-year National Economic and Social Development Plan.
This major development cooperation seminar will bring together high-level government officials, international organizations, academia, employers and civil society to review the current social protection system in Thailand within the context of the international debate on universal basic social protection.  
The seminar will be an opportunity to discuss gaps and challenges related to to universal social protection and explore how Thailand can move towards the development of a coherent social protection system to make basic coverage a reality for all in the kingdom. 
Her Excellency Khun Suwanee Khamman, Deputy Secretary-General, National Economic and Social Development Board of Thailand, and Ms. Gwi-Yeop Son, UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative in Thailand will provide keynote statements. 
A roundtable discussion will be moderated by Dr. Somchai Jitsuchon, Research Director of the Thailand Development Research Institute.

Working Group discussions on specific aspects in the design and implementation of social protection policies will be facilitated by Thai and international experts.

The Media is cordially invited to attend the seminar.  Media representatives who wish to conduct separate interviews with keynote speakers or facilitators during the seminar should contact the organizers.  

Registration will be from 8:00-8:30 a.m.  The working language of the seminar will be Thai, with simultaneous English translation available via headsets.  
---------------------------------------------------------

For further information, please contact:
Khun Supavadee Chotikajan, 02 288 2727; supavadee.chotikajan@one.un.org 
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