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Distinguished guests, colleagues and friends;
Ladies and gentlemen.

First of all, let me thank everyone for joining us today, in the High Committee meeting of the Assessment-based National Dialogue on Social Protection Floors in the Republic of Tajikistan. I would like to commend the excellent work and joint effort of Ministries in Tajikistan and in particular, the Ministry of Health and Social Protection, employer organizations, trade unions, development partners and all other participating institutions for taking concrete steps to improve the social protection system in Tajikistan.
1 out of 3 people lives in poverty in Tajikistan, while nearly 1 out of 2 people works in informal or unregulated employment. While there are many social protection schemes in the country, benefits and services are not accessible to a large number of people.
The United Nations Country Team stands together, to work towards identifying a Social Protection Floor or minimum social protection for every Tajik person. One of the foremost steps in this work is participatory national dialogue, to jointly identify recommendations for a Social Protection Floor.
Given the comprehensive nature of social protection, several UN agencies are contributing to this dialogue process in their areas of technical expertise. UNICEF is providing technical guidance on protection and inclusion of children; International Organization for Migration – on protection of migrants and their families, World Food Programme – on food security for the most vulnerable. Many other agencies are part of this process – the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS, UNDP, UN Women and UNHCR. ILO is providing overall facilitation.
I also thank the European Union and the Japan International Cooperation Agency for their valuable participation in this joint exercise.
In September 2015, countries committed to achieve 17 Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. Social protection is part of five goals, SDG 1 on ending poverty, SDG 3 on ensuring healthy lives, SDG 5 on achieving gender equality, SDG 8 on promoting decent work and SDG 10 on reducing inequality. The very nature of social protection is cross-cutting and it can have a measurable impact not only in achieving social and economic equality but also in promoting the rights of women and girls.
In order to implement a social protection system that is sustainable, the benefits and the system’s operations need to be financed from domestic sources. This can be done progressively and over time, as more fiscal space is created with greater economic growth. With an annual GDP growth of around 6%, Tajikistan’s economy is growing fast. The benefits of this growth have to be sown back, to be able to benefit everyone. Tajikistan spends 6.8% (2012) of its GDP on public social and health protection, while the regional average in Central Asia and Eastern Europe is 17.6% (2011). It is my hope that the national dialogue, over the next few months, will identify the priorities for implementing a Social Protection Floor, so that the available resources can be used in the most efficient manner.
With the organization of this Assessment-based National Dialogue, the Government has shown that it is committed to provide social protection to everyone and especially to those who need it the most, the poor and the vulnerable and those at disadvantage. With the identification of priorities on social protection, it is also necessary to take major steps to improve the management of public finances and operate on the principle of good governance. This can ensure that financial resources can be spent where they are needed the most; to improve the lives of the people of Tajikistan.
The Technical Working Group, during its two meetings, on 25-27th April and on 24th May, identified some recommendations to extend a Social Protection Floor to all people in Tajikistan. The main recommendations among them are to (1) extend social protection to labour migrants working in Russia, Kazakhstan and other places; (2) establish a scheme on employment injury insurance; (3) extend maternity leave and benefits to more people and increase the level of benefits; (4) effectively implement the Targeted Social Assistance; and (5) implement health insurance schemes. We need to continue our efforts to effectively implement these joint recommendations and thereby ensure that basic social protection becomes a reality for everyone.
I hope that our institutions will continue to work closely together, towards making a significant difference in the lives of women, men and children in Tajikistan, their families and communities.
I thank you very much for your participation.
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